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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the subject application in view of the foregoing 
amendments and the following remarks is respectfully requested. Entry of this Amendment under 
Rule 1 16 is merited as it raises no new issues and requires no further search. 

Claims 1-4, 6-7, 9-13 and 17-22 are pending in the application. Claims 8 and 14-16 have 
been cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. The remaining claims have been amended, where 
appropriate, to better define the claimed invention. New claim 22 readable on the elected 
species/invention has been added to provide Applicants with the scope of protection to which they 
are believed entitled. The added/amended claims find solid support in, at least, the original 
drawings, e.g., elected FIGs. 2-3, and the original specification, e.g., page 14, lines 20-22 and page 
15, lines 9-10. No new matter has been introduced through the foregoing amendments. 

The Examiner's observation regarding claim 12 in the paragraph bridging pages 2-3 of the 
Final Office Action is noted. Non-elected claim 12 has been amended to be readable on the elected 
species of FIGs. 2-3, e.g., "top" section has been changed to -intermediate--. Claim 12 has been 
further amended to define over the art, while remaining readable on the elected species as will be 
discussed herein below. Examination of claim 12, as well as claims 17-18 and 20-21 depending 
therefrom and drawn to the embodiment of FIGs. 2-3, is now believed appropriate and therefore 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-4, 6-7 and 1 1 are non-elected and retained in the application for consideration 
upon allowance of a generic claim, such as claim 9. 

The Examiner's approval of the previously submitted drawings is noted with appreciation. 
The remarks submitted with the February 23, 2006 Amendment at page 17, incorrectly indicated 
that FIG. 2 was being amended. Changes to FIG. 7 were indeed discussed in the remarks. No 
replacement figure is deemed further required. 
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The Examiner's objections to the specification are noted. Applicants acknowledge the 
defects and respectfully request that the correction be held in abeyance pending allowance of at 
least one of the claims. 

The 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph rejection of claims 9-10 is believed overcome in 
view of the above amendments, i.e., "directly" has been added to claim 9. 

The art rejection of claims 9-10 as being obvious over Oji in view of Matsuda is also 
believed overcome in view of the above amendments, hi particular, independent claim 9 now 
recites, among other things, that said intermediate zone of said third tape segment is releasably 
directly attached to the outer surface of said tape fastener in a corresponding middle zone of said 
second tape segment, and the outer surface of said tape fastener in the middle zone of said second 
tape segment comprises a release agent to effect the releasable attachment between the intermediate 
zone of said third tape segment and the middle zone of said second tape segment, whereas said 
garment-contactable surface is free of said release agent in the releasable attachment between the 
garment-contactable surface and the third end zone of said third tape segment. 1 

The applied references do not fairly teach or suggest the newly claimed features, and 
therefore, amended claim 9 is believed patentable over the art. Elected claim 10 as well as non- 
elected claims 1-4, 6-7 and 1 1, 22 are also believed patentable over the applied art of record for at 
least the reason advanced with respect to claim 9. 

As to new claim 22, the applied art of record does not fairly teach or suggest the claimed 
silicone oil. 

Amended claim 12 now recites, among other things, features of previously presented claim 



1 Support for the added features can be found in elected FIG. 3 (i.e., adhesive 49) and page 14, lines 20-22 and page 
15, lines 9-10 (i.e., "release agent" ). 



12 



Serial No. 10/685,695 



16 and wordings similar to the added features of claim 9, and is believed readable on the elected 
species, hi particular, amended claim 12 is supported by FIG. 3 which discloses a bottom section 
32 directly, permanently bonded to surface 3 of the main body, the first (left) end portion of 
intermediate section 33 being permanently attached to surface 3 of the main body via bottom 
section 32. An intermediate adhesive layer 49 is coated on a underside of intermediate section 33. 
In the folded state of FIG. 2, bottom section 32 is sandwiched between intermediate section 33 and 
surface 3 of the main body, and top, intermediate and bottom sections 31, 33, 32 together define a 
Z-shape or an inverted Z-shape. The second end portion 46 of intermediate section 33 is folded up 
onto itself to define a lower fold 46b and an upper fold 46a overlying lower fold 46b. Intermediate 
adhesive layer 49 has a region located between and releasably attaching lower fold 46b and surface 
3 of the main body, and another region located between and permanently connecting the second 
(right) end portion of top section 31 and the upper fold 46a. Intermediate adhesive layer 49 
releasably directly attaches an intermediate zone of intermediate section 33 to a facing, upper 
surface of a corresponding middle zone of bottom section 32. The upper surface of the middle zone 
of bottom section 32 comprises a release agent to effect the releasable attachment between the 
intermediate zone of intermediate section 33 and the middle zone of bottom section 32, whereas 
garment-contactable surface 3 is free of said release agent in the releasable attachment between the 
garment-contactable surface 3 and the lower fold 46b of the second end portion of intermediate 
section 33. 2 

Claim 12 as well as claims 13 and 17-21 are believed patentable over the applied art of 
record for at least the reason advanced with respect to claim 9. 

Accordingly, all claims in the present application are now in condition for allowance. Early 
and favorable indication of allowance is courteously solicited. 



2 Note, again, page 14, lines 20-22 and page 15, lines 9-10 (i.e., "release agent")- 
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The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned, Applicant's attorney of record, to 
facilitate advancement of the present application. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is hereby 
made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including 
extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 07-1337 and please credit any excess fees to such 
deposit account. 




USPTO Customer No. 22429 
1700 Diagonal Road, Suite 310 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 684-1111 
(703)518-5499 Facsimile 
Date: July 17, 2007 
BJH/KL/mps 
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